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You probably have heard a lot about H1N1 
(swine) flu recently and the concern that it will 
spread quickly as students return to school. We 
share that concern.  Because most students fall 
into the age group most affected by this flu ẇ 
those from 5 to 24 years old ẇ itẌs particularly 
important that they know how to avoid the flu 
and what to do if they or someone they know 
gets sick.  The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) says the best way to avoid the flu is to 
wash your hands frequently with soap and water 
or an alcohol -based hand cleaner.  
 
As new information comes in on H1N1, we will 
continue to pass it along to you.   Policy guidance 
is now available from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention regarding the H1N1    
virus, intended for K -12 schools, teachers,      
administrators, and parents.  
 
You will find it here : http://www.flu.gov/plan/
school/schoolguidance.html . (Because the    
guidance may change as the situation changes, 
weẌre sharing the URL where the guidance will 
always live on flu.gov, rather than a static      
attachment.)  
 
Additionally, CDC has also created a health -
focused toolkit for teachers and parents, located 
here: http://www.flu.gov/plan/school/
toolkit.html . 
 
Finally, here is a link the press release          
summarizing a joint announcement on Aug. 7 
from Secretaries Duncan (ED), Sebelius (HHS), 
and Napolitano (DHS): http://www.ed.gov/news/
pressreleases/2009/08/08072009.html . 

ATTENTION  
Junior and Senior Parents 

Help your student 
earn a  

FREE   
prom ticket by                
supporting our 

ONLY fundraiser!    
Sally Foster sales have 

started and they will  

continue until  

September 11th .   

ὮὮὮ 
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 Mark Your Calendars! 
 

September 3 ...Senior Parent 

Night: CHS Auditorium 6:30 pm  

September 4 ...National Honor 

Society Application due  

September 6 ...City of Roswell  

Summer Celebration 5:30 -dark  

September 9 ẙ                     

Teacher Mini ẇGrant application 

due                                                         

Parents of Exceptional Needs Stu-

dents Meeting 7:00 pm: Room I -12 

September 11 ẙLast day Sally 

Foster Fundraiser orders can be 

turned in  

September 12 ...MOCK SAT:    

CHS Auditorium 8 am - 12 noon 

September 16 ...                       

Student Early Release Day                                           

PTSA General Meeting 6:15 pm: 

Cafeteria                                    

Curriculum Night 7 -9 pm  

September 25 ...Homecoming 

Parade and Game  

September 26 ...Homecoming 

Dance 

October 3 ẙ                             

Marching Band Yard Sale 10 -2 pm: 

Auditorium parking lot             

PTSA sponsored Flu Clinic,  2-5 pm: 

Cafeteria   

October 5 ...Reflections entries due 

for grades 9 and 10  

October 6 ...Reflections entries due 

for grades 11 and 12  

October 11 ...Roswell Candidates 

Forum: CHS Auditorium 3:00 pm  

October 14 ẙ                           

PSAT                                          

Student Early Release Day                                                                                 

Senior Service Day      

PTSA Raffle Winner! 

 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s                
to Roxanne Clay, one of our 
English Teachers, who won 
a great package of two  
Dugout tickets, complete 
with parking pass and food  
coupon to the Braves game 
August 15th. Every teacher 
and/or staff member who 
joined the PTSA prior to  
August 13 was entered in 
the raffle.  

http://www.flu.gov/plan/school/schoolguidance.html
http://www.flu.gov/plan/school/schoolguidance.html
http://www.flu.gov/plan/school/toolkit.html
http://www.flu.gov/plan/school/toolkit.html
http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2009/08/08072009.html
http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2009/08/08072009.html


 
 
 

 
 

 

Greetings Centennial Knights ! Greetings Centennial Knights ! Greetings Centennial Knights !    
 

Orientation was a big day for all of us. Thanks  to all who joined PTSA and to all  the 
clubs that participated.  I want to extend my gratitude to all of our wonderful parent 
and student volunteers who helped make this event a success. A special thanks to our 
PTSA volunteer  coordinator, Raegan Hymel, who recruited and organized all of our 
parent volunteers, and to Kandasi Griffiths (Student Council Executive President) who 
organized the student volunteers.  

 
September promises to be an equally busy month for us.  On Saturday, September 12, 
PTSA will be sponsoring the Mock SAT .  Look for more detailed information           
regarding this event within this newsletter.  On Wednesday, September 16, PTSA will 
be hosting its first General Meeting for the year at 6:15 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
Please plan to attend. We will be voting on the PTSA 2009 -2010 budget. We will also 
need to vote on an amendment to our PTSA bylaws. A quorum of 25 members is 
needed at the meeting in order to pass these items. PTSA will be distributing the   
student directories after the meeting.  

 
Open House/Curriculum Night is also on September 16 starting at 7:00 p.m. (TAG 
is at 6:30). This is the night where you become your student & follow their schedule. 
You will have the opportunity to meet their teachers who will present the curriculum 
to you.   Please plan to attend this important  event to learn about your studentẌs 
classes. 

 
Our membership drive is strongly progressing, thanks to Dana Kauffman and Melissa     
Woodsides, our Co-VP Membership. We have most of our teachers & staff supporting 
us. We would love to have a 100% participation from all of them as well as from our 
CHS families. So please, if you have not joined, I encourage you to do so.  Our     
membership form is on the PTSA website http://www.centptsa.org  . 
 
Again, we encourage  you to be active at Centennial. Any support  you can give is         
worthwhile. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me. I 
might not always have the answer but I will seek someone who does.  
 

Elba Gale 
PTSA President 
daveelba@aol.com  

everyCHILD.oneVOICE.  
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MISSION CAPABLE:  ACHIEVEMENT MATTERS  
 

The 2009-2010 school year began with a booming orientation success that was designed and              
implemented totally by the PTSA.  There were parent volunteers galore ẇ a most impressive sight.     
Students returned on Monday, August 10 th, eager for schedules that carved out their academic pathway.  
The effort to balance classes as enrollment continued to increase was an on -going effort by Ms. Butera 
during the first two weeks of school.  I trust that everyone understands that any class that exceeds  
maximum class size as established by the Georgia Department of Education results in losing Full Time 
Equivalency for every student in that particular class, not just for the two or three students over     
maximum class size.  With budget cuts already reducing the number of teachers, we absolutely cannot 
afford to lose additional dollars due to non -compliance.  
 
Teachers returned on August 7 th, three days short of historical pre -planning because of furlough days; 
however, their diligence, their positive attitude, and their great professionalism readied them for the 
studentsẌ return.  Centennial is fully staffed with a cadre of fully certified, highly qualified teachers and 
a well -prepared support staff in administrative, paraprofessional, custodial, and school nutrition         
positions.  
 
I am dismayed, however, by the number of absences for the first week of school.  More surprising and 
disappointing, however, is the number of check -ins and check -outs for dentist and doctor appointments 
and for other assorted reasons.  The numbers totaled 118 for the last four days of the first week of 
school.  One would have envisioned these appointments having occurred during the summer, prior to 
the beginning of school.  This is an area of critical concern that only parents can address.  The first 
week of school, the week prior to semester finals, and the last week of school are extremely critical 
weeks for academic success.  Most student failures occur because of a failure to make up missed       
assignments when absent from classes.  Last yearẌs Average Daily Attendance was only 94.83%.   This 
percentage is based on a total of 18,169 absences  for the school year.  Freshmen had the highest ADA 
ẇ 95.14%, followed by juniors at 95.29%, sophomores at 95.15%, and seniors at 93.76%.  Outstanding 
attendance weighs heavily on CentennialẌs remaining a school of excellence.  Eventually, these absences 
will catch up with our academic focus, and the schoolẌs robust placement locally, regionally, and        
nationally will dwindle.  Please remember that the formula increases each year for making Adequate 
Yearly Progress.  Absences, including check -ins and check -outs, may endanger AYP as well.  Attendance 
is especially important for students who comprise subgroups whose test scores figure into the AYP     
formula.  
 
ẏThe power of WE  is stronger than the power of me.Ẑ must prevail among all stakeholders in the       
educational processes at Centennial.  This precept is ever more critical this year in the face of fewer 
teachers, larger class size, and fewer operational dollars. LetẌs not fall prey to challenges that remain 
within our control, especially absences and check -ins and check -outs. Perhaps Samuel Johnson said it 
best: ẏNothing will ever be attempted if all possible objections must first be overcome.Ẑ 

John E. Bartley, Ph.D.  
Principal  
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Do You Know Who Your Counselor Is?   
This year the Counselors are seeing students according to the last name.  It 
will be helpful to the Counseling Assistants if you refer to the last name of 
your    student when calling.  This yearẌs assignments are as follows: 
 

Counselor 
Mr. Michael Absher:  A -CHOI  

Mrs. Shellie Caplinger:  CHOJ -GOL 
Mr. Patrick Cox:   GOM -LAP 

Mrs. Melissa Freeman:  LAQ -OS   
Ms. Meredith Makar OT -SI  

Mrs. Hella Peart:  SJ -Z 

Georgia H. S. Graduation Test  
The Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT) subject area retests  for the fall semester will be held on     
September 14 -15, and September 30 (Writing).  All students who failed any subject test(s) prior to this year and 
students who were absent during spring testing will take the tests.  Students will be notified and sent a pass to 
report to the testing area.  Listen for announcements and watch for flyers in the school . 
Retests  ẇ For any senior new to Centennial (who has not passed the test) and/or students who have taken the test 
previously and failed.  

Sept. 14, 2009Ẉ Retest: Science and English/LA  
Sept. 15, 2009Ẉ Retest: Social Studies and Math  
September 30, 2009 Ẉ Retest: Writing  
September 30, 2009 - First Administration of the Writing Test for Juniors  

***In March 2010, all 11th grade students with at least 9 credits, and retained 10th grade students, will 
take the GHSGT subject tests.  Stay tuned for more information in February.***  

Advisement for Seniors and Parents  
 
Counselors met with all of the seniors 
in the 12 th Grade Literature classes on 
August 28 to provide information for 
their senior year. Topics included the 
college application process, senior  
information sheets, and the process of 
getting a recommendation.  
  
 

Information for parents will be   
presented at Senior Parent/
Financial Aid Night on                
September 3 at 7pm  in the        
auditorium.   Counselors will discuss 
the college  application process and 
other pertinent issues related to      
seniors.   

 
.Junior Advisement  

Junior Advisement with all 11 th Grade 
students will begin late in the first   
semester.  The Counselors will visit 
classrooms for guidance and to        
distribute academic and post secondary 
information then meet with students at 
a later time.    

 

SAT Testing to be offered at  Centennial 2009 -10  
Testing Dates and Registration Deadlines:  

SAT I  

October 10, 2009  ẙẙẙẙ. Deadline ẇ Sept. 9 
November 7, 2009ẙẙẙ.. Deadline ẇ October 1  

ACT 

September 12, 2009ẙẙ... Deadline August 7  
October 24, 2009ẙẙẙ Deadline ẇ Sept. 18  

College Visits  
Visit the Counselor website and/or see the listings on the door to the Counseling 
Office .  There will be 60 -70 college representatives visiting Centennial HS to meet 
with students.  
 
**Counselor Website : Up-to-date information will be available on the Counseling 
Office website which is located at www.chsknights.com .  Go to ẏAcademicsẐ, then 
to ẏCounselingẐ.  Information on College Visits, Scholarships, Career Day events 
and other information will be provided.  It is currently being updated.  

College Fair at North Point Mall (College Information Night)   

The College Probe Fair  will be held at North Point Mall on Monday September 
15,  6:00ẇ9:00 pm.   Juniors, Seniors and their parents/guardians are 
encouraged to attend.  This event provides a great opportunity to  
meet with over 100 college representatives in one location.  

http://www.chsknights.org/
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Mock SAT Set for Saturday, September 12, 2009 at 8am  CHS Cafeteria 

 

A Mock SAT will be administered once again by Study Works at Centennial in the Cafeteria on         
Saturday, September 12, 2009 .  Check-in will begin at 8am , and the exam will begin at 8:30am.  
Cost per student is only $5 to be paid at check -in (cash or check payable to CHS PTSA).  To register 
ahead of time  for the Mock SAT, contact Study Works online at www.studyworks.com  or                     
1-800-783-1728 or use this link: http://www.studyworks.com/freediag/freediagnostic.list.php?id=5  
 
Registration on the day of the test will also be accepted.  
 
Register for the Mock SAT:  

To prepare for the spring SAT exams  
To try it out for the first time  
To continue practicing in preparation for the real SAT!  

 
Proctors will monitor the exam in order to provide a similar environment to a real SAT.  Inappropriate 
behavior or disruptions during the exam will not be tolerated, and the student will be dismissed from 
the exam without refund.  
 
Study Works will return the tests and discuss the results in a Follow -Up Meeting scheduled for Tues-
day, September 22 at 7pm in the Auditorium.   Parents and Students are encouraged to attend to learn 
how to read test scores as well as how to improve test scores.   
 
Parents, if you have any questions or if you will Volunteer to be Proctor , please contact:  
    Jackie Parks, Mock SAT Lead  parksg@bellsouth.net     770-650-1267 

    Pam Kikkert, PTSA VP Student Support  pamkikkert@hotmail.com     404-542-0408 

 
We need 3 volunteers per shift ẇ THANKS for considering!  

    8:00am to 10:30am  
  10:30am to 12:45pm  
 

To Register Online at Studyworks.com  
 

Use this Link:  http://www.studyworks.com/freediag/freediagnostic.list.php?id=5   
OR Go to www.studyworks.com  

 
            Under Classes/Tutorials  in the yellow bar, click on Free Diagnostics  
            Click on Georgia  
            Select Centennial High School to register  
            Enter registration information and Submit  
 

 

 

 

*** Donôt forget to take your             and      
 

 

http://www.studyworks.com/
http://www.studyworks.com/freediag/freediagnostic.list.php?id=5
mailto:parksg@bellsouth.net
mailto:pamkikkert@hotmail.com
http://www.studyworks.com/freediag/freediagnostic.list.php?id=5
http://www.studyworks.com/


Wednesday, September 16, 2009  
 

This is an evening when teachers introduce themselves and present the courses they teach and their  
curricula.  Parents will learn more about course requirements, grading policies, long term assignments, best 
way to get in touch with each teacher, what the expectations are, and general guidelines to make the year a 
successful one. 
REMINDER TO PARENTS:  This is not an evening to inquire about your studentõs progress, interests,  
problems, or personal situations.  Such questions have their place either as part of a personal conference  
arranged by appointment with the teacher, or as an e-mail or telephone inquiry.  In high school, progress 
reports are mailed home every six weeks.  To monitor grades at other times, the Centennial administration 
highly recommends that parents register with PARENT CONNECT, a program that allows you to access  
student information for your child through your home computer.  If you are not registered yet, please visit 
our website at www.chsknights.org and follow the prompts for Parent Connect. 
 
 

Events for the Evening:  
 

PTSA will hold a brief General Meeting at 6:15 pm in the cafeteria to present the 2009-2010 Budget.  
The Budget will be put to a vote and a quorum of 25 members is needed to pass the budget.  The      
2008-2009 PTSA amended the By-Laws by eliminating and adding new positions to our Board.  We will 
also need to vote on this new amendment to the By-Laws.  Please plan to attend to vote and meet your 
new Board and Committee Members.  

  
TAG will have a meeting at 6:30 pm in the Auditorium for all parents with students in TAG. 

 
Before 7:00 pm, check the alphabetical lists, posted by grade level in the main hallways to find your     
studentõs Advisement Room.  Stop by their Advisement Room to get their schedule of classes. 

 
Open House/Curriculum Night begins at 7:00 pm.  Go to Period 1 classroom on your studentõs sched-
ule.  From there you will follow your studentõs classes by periods until you have visited each class, in-
cluding lunch.  The evening should end around 9:30 pm.   Remember:  You will only have about 5 min-
utes to change classes!  This helps you to experience what your student goes through trying to get from 
class to class.  Please be on time to classes and remember to sign in, as your attendance counts towards 
volunteer hours. 

 
We will be distributing the Student Directory before the PTSA meeting and during all three lunch periods.  If you are 
unable to come at 6:15, you can still catch us during your student's lunch period.  Membership forms will also be 
available. 
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PTSA Special Needs Parent Group Meeting  

Our first meeting for 2009 -2010 will be Wednesday, September 9 at 7 p.m.  in the Living Skills Room (I -12)  at 
Centennial High School.   Briggs and Associates will be speaking to us about the job transition process.   They urge 
parents to get involved in the process in high school for your child to get a jump start on employment opportunities 
for the disabled and special needs.   Briggs and Assoc. have  many success stories to tell.   Come and meet other   
parents, teachers, supporters and learn about ideas for AFTER high school.   If you have any questions, please     
contact a CHS PTSA Special Needs Committee Co -chair:   Bonnie Petrukovich, 770 -642 -6810 or 
tpetrukovich@charter.net  and Tricia Rose, 770 -992 -1770 or tlkga2@charter.net .   

http://www.chsknights.org/
mailto:tpetrukovich@charter.net
mailto:tlkga2@charter.net


September 2009   CHS PTSA Knightly News            Page 7  

 

 

 

Skills USA  
 
On Monday August 17 th Law & Justice student Rickey Groover was honored at the City of     Ros-
well council meeting for his accomplishment at the National Skills USA Conference in     Kansas 
City this summer. Rickey won the bronze medal for Action Skills and the city council wanted to 
recognize Rickey as a valued police Explorers student. The newspapers were there to photo-
graph the event and Dr. Bartley, Dr. Washburn, and Gray Sartin were in attendance.  

 
 
On Tuesday August 18 th, CentennialẌs Skills USA leaders held the first state-wide STORM 
(students training of resource management) conference at Lanier Tech in Cumming. Centennial 
was used to pilot this program, and it was Dr. Tom Washburn that created the name and made 
all the arrangements for this conference. In attendance were the state CTSO coordinator Julie 
Kenny and the state Skills USA coordinator Gayle Silvey. Our Skills leaders were the first in the 
state to attend this conference.  The Conference gave them ideas on how to be better leaders.  

Those who attended the Leadership Conference were: Max Hay, Sarah Bailey, Anthony Kuehl, 
Jeffery Edmonds, Zac Bryant,  Katy Blanton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wondering what the new Math curriculum is all about?  Check out exactly what it 

means and who it affects by clicking on the link below:  

 
FCSS News - Mathematics Curriculum Guides for Parents - posted on Tuesday, August 11, 2009   

 

Ever thought about how math applies in the REAL world?   
Take a look at the perspective of CHS teacher Anna Miller and her summer vacation:  

 

http://millerstats.org/2009/08/05/math -in-the-real -world -or-i-know-what -i-did-this -summer/   


